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What Is a Community
Foundation?




Community Foundations are grant
making organisation that:

seek to improve the quality of life for all the
people in a defined geographic region.
Some do have a very large geographic region.

are independent from control or influence by
other organisations, governments or donors.

are governed by a board of competent &
respected citizens who are broadly reflective of
the communities they serve
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Community Foundations are grant
making organisation that:

make grants to other non profit groups to address a
wide variety of emerging and changing needs in the
community.

seek to build a permanent resource for the
community most often through the creation of
endowed funds from a wide range of donors,
Including local citizens, corporations, governments
and other foundations and non profits.

provide services to donors to help them
achieve their philanthropic goals.
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Community Foundations are grant
making organisation that:

engage in a broad range of community leader-ship
and partnership activities, serving as catalysts,
convenors, collaborators and facilitators to solve
problems and develop solutions to important
community issues.

have open and transparent policies and practices
concerning all aspects of their operations.

are accountable to the community by informing the
general public about their purposes, activities and
financial status on a regular basis.
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2008 Review

The Community Foundation movement around
the globe is robust and expanding both in terms
of numbers of new community foundations and
the number of countries where community
foundations have been formed.
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1,441 community foundations in 51 countries
4 countries have active initiatives underway
the number has grown by 21% since 2005
46% now exist outside the USA (40% in 2005)

the number in the UK and Canada represent 33%
of the total outside the USA

Germany (190) has surpassed Canada to have
the second largest number



A new Global Fund called WINGS for community
foundations is making strategic grants in areas of
the South Hemisphere where countries are
underserved and under funded

new activity has been strong in SE Europe

Individuals are learning lessons from one country
and applying this to CF development in others

the influence of educational fellowship programs
and networking of senior NGO executives Is
becoming evident as participants take a lead in
forming community foundations around the globe
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.. Endowment by Regions
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Australia

.. A Number of Community Foundations: 29

A Capital assets June 08: $146,700,000 ’

A Grants paid 07/08: $12,000,000
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VICTORIA
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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Western Australia Community Foundation
covers whole state
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TASMANIA

Tasmanian Community Foundation
covers whole state
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